
WAC 284-43-0270  Market conduct requirements related to grand-
fathered status.  (1) An issuer may allow a group covered by grand-
fathered health insurance coverage to add new employees to its health 
benefit plan, and move employees between benefit options at open en-
rollment without affecting grandfathered status, as long as the 
group's plan does not change in any way that triggers the loss of 
grandfathered status as set forth in 45 C.F.R. 147.140 and WAC 
284-43-0250.

(2) An issuer must provide a statement in the plan materials pro-
vided to participants or beneficiaries describing the benefits provi-
ded under the plan, explaining that the group health plan believes it 
is a grandfathered health plan within the meaning of Section 1251 of 
the Affordable Care Act, and include contact information for questions 
and complaints that conforms to the model notice language found in 45 
C.F.R. 147.140.

(3) An issuer must not restrict group eligibility to purchase a 
nongrandfathered plan offered through an association or member-gov-
erned group because the group is not affiliated with or does not par-
ticipate in the association or member-governed group, unless the asso-
ciation or member-governed group meets the requirements of WAC 
284-43-0330(1).

(4) WAC 284-43-0250 through 284-43-0330 does not prohibit an is-
suer from discontinuing a grandfathered plan design and replacing it 
with a nongrandfathered plan.

(5) An issuer must not limit eligibility based on health status 
for either grandfathered or nongrandfathered health plans.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 48.02.060. WSR 16-14-106 (Matter No. R 
2016-11), § 284-43-0270, filed 7/6/16, effective 8/6/16. WSR 
16-01-081, recodified as § 284-43-0270, filed 12/14/15, effective 
12/14/15. Statutory Authority: RCW 48.02.060, 48.43.700, 48.43.715, 
48.44.050, 48.46.200, and 45 C.F.R. 150.101(2). WSR 14-01-039 (Matter 
No. R 2013-13), § 284-170-952, filed 12/11/13, effective 1/11/14.]
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